
Name of Topic: Language Arts





Name of Lesson: Essay Prewriting Plan





Lesson Plan                                  Instructor: Brenna Kane





Learning Objective(s): What will the students know (content) and be able to do (skills) as a result of the activity?





	Students will know the steps to prewriting (planning out) an academic essay, and be able to create a prewriting plan effectively taking only a few minutes.





Activities:


	I will identify a three step plan for planning out a five paragraph essay: brainstorming, prioritizing and adding details. I will demonstrate this plan, and model how to quickly use it to create a path to the five paragraph essay. First, I’ll assign a topic (writing prompt). As a class, we will brainstorm every idea we can think of on that topic. Once we have a decent list, we will move on to step two: prioritizing. I’ll use one of the ideas we came up with to show them that just because you like an idea, that doesn’t mean that you’ll be able to write effectively about it. We will walk through the process of deciding which three ideas are the strongest, meaning we have a great deal to say about them. Once we pick our three ideas (for the three body paragraphs), and decide on what order to use them, we will jot down all the details we can think of to include in those paragraphs. I will demonstrate how some of the ideas from our brainstorming list are interrelated, and therefore can be used to beef up those body paragraphs. We will walk through the prewriting plan several times, with several different topics, until they become familiar with the process. They will practice completing their plan within 5 minutes.





Content Framework: English/Language Arts				








Strand: Writing / Critical Thinking








Standards:  W2.5a / CT1.3a, CT1.3c, CT1.3f 

















Skill Framework: English/Language Arts			








Strand: Writing/ Oral Communication








Standards: W3.4a, W3.4b/ OC1.2g, OC1.2h














Standards:





Assessment:


	Informal: observation during class discussion


	Formal: collect final prewriting plan after 5 minutes and evaluate for thoroughness and effectiveness











How does this lesson relate to student goals and interests?:





	A well written essay is an essential component of passing the GED writing exam, in addition to being a useful skill for job readiness and entrance exams for local colleges.











